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Schauplitze

von Johanna Hofleitner

ENGLISH

A light bulb on the wall. Or an ensemble
made of a doormat, a garbage bin, and
colored cleavers: if these objects were not
sparsely arranged exhibits in a gallery, one
could also think when entering the room that
one would have lost one’s way, for example,
in a restaurant that is still under costruction.
Lewis Stein came up with the arrangement
for his first solo exhibition (in Austria) in the
young Viennese gallery VIN VIN. The US
artist has been working with readymades
since the late 1960’s, thereby countering
Movements such as Pop Art and Minimalism,
both of which had just reached their zenith,
with a critical position. Starting from Marchel
Duchamp with his iconic Bottle Rack, and
taking distance from him, with ensembles of
seemingly banal objects, Stein directs our
attention to the system and the everyday
rituals of power and control.



